Dear Editor,
We are pleased with your interest in our publication. We would be pleased to respond.
1. Mini-plates are more expensive than screws.
You are right; mini-plates are more expensive than screws. We reported their price in the article. But we believe the osteotomy is more appropriate for mini-plates in the Mitchell operation. If we used only screws we would cross osteotomy obliquely.
2. Mini-plates require more soft tissue stripping thus increasing the invasiveness of the procedure.
We performed the exposure as described in Campbell's operative orthopaedics. No additional stripping was done. The implant used does require more invasiveness. However, we were doing this operation with nonabsorbable suture fixation before 2008 but observed dorsal displacement of the distal fragment with subsequent transfer metatarsalgia.
This mini-plate prevented this displacement and it is easier than suture fixation.
3. Mini-plates are more prone to induce soft tissue irritation, such as the extensor hallucis longus tendon.
We did not observe any soft tissue irritation in our patients. This plate is very thin. We waited at least 3 months before proceeding with the second side in bilateral operations. We did not observe any foreign body reaction. We still perform this technique in moderate HV patients who are appropriate for a distal osteotomy. We do not claim that mini plate fixation is superior to multi-use compression screws; only that it is an alternative method for fixation.
Sincerely,
